Elementary Ancient Greek

CHAPTER 1: THE ALPHABET

alpha
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gamma
delta
epsilon
zeta

eta
theta
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kappa
lambda
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tau
upsilon
phi
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a as in father

b as in bit

g as in get

d as in den

¢ as in get

dz as in gadzooks
a as in lake

th as in thought

1as in bit, or e as in machine

k as in kit

1 as in lit

m as in meet

n as in neat

ks = x as in taxi
0 as in off

p asin pen
slightly rolled r
s as in set

t as in ten

U as in duty or 11 as in put

ph =f as in phone
ch =kh as in Loch Ness
ps as in flaps

0 as in total



Chapter 1: The Alphabet

SAMPLE VOCABULARY
aOAnTNC a thla tas
BPAiov bi ble 6n
vewyoadla géografea
Onuoxpatia da mo kra te &
EYW € go

Coov dzo on
NAekTOOV a lék tron
Oeog thé 0s

éa idéa
KAAOG ka 16s
Abyog 16 gbs
peAwdia meé 10 de a
VEOV né on
EVAOV x1 1on
OAvumia 0 lum pe a
TONTY)G poi a tas
OLOMOG rhtith mos
oVVTAELG sun ta ksis
TEXVN té khna
Vpvog ht mnos
bwvn fona
XAQOKTNO kha ra ktar
Yoxn psu kha

@ 0

= athlete
=book

= geography
= democracy
=1

= living creature

= amber (cf. electron)

= god

= form; appearance; notion

= beautiful

= word

= melody
=new thing

= piece of wood
= Olympia

= poet
=rhythm

= syntax

= technical skill
= hymn, song

= voice, sound
= character

= soul

= oh... (calling someone)
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VOWELS AND CONSONANTS

Vowels are letters that represent sounds made with the
unobstructed breath. There are seven vowels in the Greek alphabet:
a, & 1,1, 0,0V, w.

The consonants represent sounds made with the lips, teeth,
nose, or throat. There are seventeen consonants in the Greek
alphabet: 3,v,0,( 0, kK, A, w v, mo 0 td x . The labial
sounds, those made with the lips, are represented by 3, r, and ¢.
The dental sounds, those made by the teeth, are represented by the
letters o, 0, o, and t. The liquid sounds, made with the nose, are
represented by A, u, v, and 0. The glottal sounds, made in the throat,
are represented by the letters v, kx, and x. There are also three letters
that represent combinations of consonant sounds: {, & and . C
represents the combination represented by d and z in English. £ is the

combination of k and o: 1 is the combination of 7t and o.

SMOOTH AND ROUGH BREATHING MARKS

Any word beginning with a vowel must have a breathing mark
over that vowel. (When the initial vowel is capitalized, the breathing
mark is written just before it.) There are two types of breathing
marks: smooth breathing marks and rough breathing marks. A
smooth breathing mark, ', shows that the vowel sound is the first
sound of the word. A rough breathing mark, *, represents the sound
of h before the vowel. A rough breathing mark appears also over the

letter o at the beginning of a word.
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SYLLABIFICATION AND ACCENTUATION

A syllable is a sound consisting of a vowel and the consonant or
consonants pronounced together as one unit with the vowel. A word
pronounced with one syllable is called monosyllabic. A word with more
than one syllable is called polysyllabic. A word with two syllables is
called bisyllabic, and a word with three syllables is called trisyllabic.
Many words have more than three syllables, but there are no special

names for them.

A consonant or group of consonants at the beginning of a word
belongs with the first vowel of the word. If a word begins with a
vowel, the first syllable begins with that vowel. A single consonant
standing between two vowels belongs with the second vowel. A pair
of consonants between two vowels are usually divided between the
two syllables, unless the two consonants represent a consonant blend.
Consonant blends include BA, Bo; YA, YV, Y0; Ou, 0v; OA, Ov, O0;

KA, KV, KQ, KT; uv; A, v, mo, Ttt; 00, 0K, oW, 0T, OT; TA, TU, TQ;
$O, PA, Po; X0, XA, xv, and xo. A consonant at the end of a word
belongs with the last syllable.

There are special names for the last three syllables of a word:
1. the last syllable of a word is called the ultima
2. the second to last syllable is called the penult
3. the third to last syllable is called the antepenult.

If a word has only one syllable, it is considered the ultima.
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Almost every word has an accent mark on one of its syllables.
There are three types of accent: acute, * , grave, ', and circumflex, ~.
An acute accent represents a rise in the vocal pitch; a grave accent
represents a drop in vocal pitch, and a circumflex accent represents a
waver in vocal pitch. The accent mark is written over the vowel of

the syllable.

An acute accent can appear on the ultima, penult, or antepenult
of a word. A grave accent can appear only on the ultima of a word.

A circumflex accent can appear on the ultima or penult of a word.

There are five classifications of words, according to the type
and position of their accents.
1. An oxytone word has an acute accent on the ultima.
A paroxytone word has an acute accent on the penult.
A proparoxytone word has an acute accent on the antepenult.

A perispomenon word has a circumflex accent on the ultima.

ISARN R

A properispomenon word has a circumflex accent on the penult.

There is no special name for a word with a grave accent. It is
considered an oxytone word, but the acute accent on the ultima is
turned to a grave accent when the word is followed by another word
in a sentence (or letter name):

KaAOg  beautiful

KaAOGg Vuvog beautiful hymn
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CLASSIFICATION AND SYLLABIFICATION OF
THE NAMES OF THE LETTERS AND VOCABULARY

1. Oxytone

¢ YrAov
0 ULUKQOV
U PrAov

2. Paroxytone
aAdpa
Yapua

OéA T
KATUTIX

AapuBda

3. Proparoxytone

4. Perispomenon
o vo &t T

5. Properispomenon
BT
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BrBALov
vewyoxpta

O Hokoa Tl

'AeK OOV
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Carov

OLO-uOC
bawrvn
XOUQAUKTNO
Puxn

roea
pneA@-ota
VEOV
OAvprmia
TEXVN

U'vog

oV TaELS
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DIPHTHONGS

Diphthongs represent the union of two vowels in one syllable.
There are eight diphthongs in Ancient Greek. The first vowel can be
a, € 1, 0, or v. The second vowel is always either t or v. When a
word begins with a diphthong, the breathing mark goes over the

second vowel.

aL  1lasin aisle alAovpog 1la rbs = cat

av  OW as in cow avTog ow t0s = gelf

gL aasinfreight elul ame =l am

v €u ev et = well

nv au noenka haa ra ka = Eureka

oL  oiasin toil olkia oi ke a =house

ov uasingroup  oVLEAVOG U rd nos = sky, heaven
vt we vioC hwe 0s =son

1. Oxytone: av-tdg, et oV vog, vidg
2. Paroxytone: olkia

3. Proparoxytone: ai*Aovpog, ni-onka

4. Perispomenon: ¢v

IMPROPER DIPHTHONGS AND IOTA SUBSCRIPTS

When long a, 1), or @w combine with i, the iota does not affect the
sound of the first vowel. This is called an improper diphthong. If the
tirst vowel is capitalized, the iota is written after it; otherwise, the iota

appears in the form of an iota subscript beneath the vowel: «, 1), w.



NAMES OF THE GODS

Zeus Z.e0¢
Hera "Hoa
Poseidon ITooewdawv
Hades Ad1NC
Demeter Anuntno
Hestia ‘Eotia
Aphrodite Adodit
Athena AOMvn
Hephaestos "Hpawotog
Ares Aonc
Apollo ATOAAwWV
Artemis ApTeug
Dionysos Alovvoog
Hermes ‘Eounc

1. Oxytone: ZeVg

2. Paroxytone:

3. Proparoxytone:

4. Perispomenon:
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dzéus

ha ra

Po6 sa don
h1 das

da ma tar
hé ste a
afro deta
d thana
ha f1 stos
aras

a pol lon
ar té mis
di 6 nu sOs

hér mas

"H-oa, Avrdng, Anunno, E-otta,

A-po-ditn, A-01)'vn, Aong, A'mOA"Awv

"Hparotog, Avdvuroog

[To'oerdawv, Eo'ung



