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Elementary Ancient Greek

CHAPTER 2: THE FARMER

DECLENSION PARADIGMS

The Definite Article, Masculine

sing.
Nom. o)
Gen. TOU
Dat. TW
Acc. Tov

plL.
oL
TV
TOLG

ToUg

-og Declension Endings

sing.
Nom. -0¢
Gen. -0V
Dat. -
Acc. -0V

-01g

-0Ug

Oxytone —og Declension

sing.
Nom. 0 Oedb¢
Gen. ToL Beov
Dat. T Oe
Acc. ToV Beov

pL

ol O¢ol
Twv Oev
Tolg B¢eolg

Tovg Oeovg



THE CASES

Nominative:

Genitive:

Dative:

Accusative:
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The nominative case expresses the subject of the sentence.

The genitive case expresses possession.

The dative case expresses the indirect object.

The accusative case expresses the direct object.

DECLENSION OF THE NOUN 0 0¢e6g

Singular

Nominative:

Genitive:

Dative:

Accusative:

Plural

Nominative:

Genitive:

Dative:

Accusative:

0 O¢edg
oV Oeov
T Oe

oV OedV

oL O¢eol
TV Bev
Tolg Beolg

Tovg Oeovg

= the god (subject)
= of the god, the god’s
= to or for the god

= the god (direct object)

= the gods (subject)
= of the gods
= to or for the gods

= the gods (direct object)
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CONJUGATION PARADIGMS

PRESENT TENSE

First principle part + personal endings
sing. plL.

1 - -OuEV

2 -ELC -€TE

3 -€L -ovOlL

Conjugation of the Verb Avw

sing. plL.

AVw Avopev
2 AVELg Avete
3 Avel Avovot

SUBJECT, PERSON AND NUMBER

The subject of a sentence is what the sentence is about.
Logically , the subject is that of which something is predicated.
Grammatically, the subject is the noun with which the verb agrees in
person and number. In ancient Greek, the subject is expressed in the
nominative case.

Verb conjugations identify the relationship between the speaker
and the person or thing that is the subject of the sentence. When the
speaker is speaking about himself, and is the subject of his own
sentence, he uses a first person form of the verb. When the speaker is
speaking about the person he is speaking to, he uses a second person
form of the verb. When the speaker is speaking about other people

or things, he uses a third person form of the verb.
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This relationship is expressed in English by the personal
pronouns |, you, he, she, it, we, they. While Greek does have
corresponding personal pronouns which you will learn later, the verb

conjugation itself is sufficient to identify the subject of the sentence.

CONJUGATION OF THE VERB  Avw:

Singular
First Person: AVw = [ release; destroy
Second Person: AVeLg = you (sing.) release
Third Person: AveL = he, she, it releases
Plural
First Person Avopev  =we release
Second Person Avete =you (pl.) release
Third Person Avovotr  =they release

MOVABLE NU

When a 3 plural verb form, with the final letters —o1, comes at the
end of a sentence, the end of a clause, or before a word beginning

with a vowel, the letter nu will be added to that verb form.

The farmers release the rams.
oL YewQyol AVovaL ToUG KQLOUG.
Ol YEWQYOL TOUG KQLOUG AVOLOLV.

TOUG KQLOUG AVOLOLV Ol YewQYOL.
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SPELLING OF THE ADVERB ov, ovk, ovx

1. Before a word beginning with a consonant: oV
2. Before a word beginning with a smooth vowel: ovUx

3. Before a word beginning with a rough vowel: ~ ovx

VOWELS, DIPHTHONGS, AND THE PLACEMENT OF
BREATHING MARKS

Four words in this chapter begin with two vowels in a row:
ol = the (nom. sing.); oL = not; Vetd¢ = rainstorm; viog = son. In oi, ov,
and viog, the breathing mark, whether rough or smoothed, is placed
over the second of the two initial vowels. In Vet6g, it appears over
the first. This shows that in Uetdg, the vowels v and ¢ are to be
pronounced separately, as two distinct syllables: 0¥ e'toc. In the other
three words, the first two letters are pronounced together in one
syllable: ot (monosyllabic); o0 (monosyllabic); vios. Two vowels
thus joined into one syllable are called diphthongs.

Diphthongs represent the union of two vowels in one syllable.
The second vowel is always either 1 or v. Additional words including
diphthongs in this chapter’s vocabulary are these verbs: ayoevw =
hunt, catch; deVw = drench; OepameVw = hunt, catch; and vevw =

nod.
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VOWEL LENGTH

In Greek, the term vowel length refers to the length of time a
vowel was pronounced in its syllable of a word. (This differs from
the meaning in English phonics of the term vowel length, by which
different sounds are distinguished.)

The vowels 1, w are always long.

The vowels ¢, o are always short.

The vowels q, 1, v are sometimes long and sometimes short.
Dipthongs are long, with some exceptions. In this chapter, all

dipthongs are long except the nominative plural ending -ot.

ACCENTUATION

All words in this chapter have an accent, except the adverb
ov, ovk, ovy, and the definite article the nominative case, singular or
plural, 6 and oi. These words are called proclitics. A proclitic word
is pronounced together with the word that follows it.

The rules of Greek accentuation require one to count the
syllables of a word from the end of the word. The last syllable of a
word is called the ultima. The second to last syllable is called the

penult. The third to last syllable is called the antepenult.



16 Elementary Ancient Greek

ACCENTUATION OF VERBS

Greek verbs follow a rule called recessive accentuation. All of
the verbs in this chapter have acute accents on the penult, or second
to last syllable, in the first person singular (which is the form by
which verbs are listed in the dictionary). In order to apply the rule
of recessive accentuation, one must consider the length of the vowel
in the word’s last syllable, the ultima. The rule of recessive accent
states that the accent of a verb will be an acute accent on the syllable
as far from the ultima as allowed by the quantity, long or short, of the
ultima. If the ultima of the verb form contains a long vowel or
diphthong, the accent will be an acute on the penult. If, however, the
vowel in the ultima is short, the word’s accent will be an acute on the

antepenult.

In the conjugation of the present tense, taught in this chapter,
the singular endings are monosyllabic: -w, -eig, -et.. @ is a vowel
which is always long; et is a long diphthong. These endings will
become the ultimae of the singular forms of the conjugation. Since
all are long, the singular forms of the verb all have an acute accent on

the penult: AVw, AVeg, AveL
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The plural forms all have bisyllabic endings: -opiev, -ete, -ovot.
In each case, the vowel in the last syllable is short. Therefore, the
accent on each plural form of the present tense is an acute on the

antepenult: Avouev, Avete, Avovot.

It is characteristic of the present tense that the accent is always
written on the same vowel of the verb stem. This will not necessarily

be true in other tenses.

ACCENTUATION OF NOUNS

Ancient Greek nouns follow a principle called persistent
accentuation. The accent tends to stay on the same syllable, though it
may change from one type to another. All of the nouns in this
chapter have their accent on the last syllable, the ultima. They have
acute accents in the nominative and accusative, singular and plural,
and circumflex accents in the genitive and dative, singular and
plural. They are oxytone in the nominative and accusative, and
perispomenon in the genitive and dative.

The acute accent at the end of an oxytone word becomes a
grave accent when another word follows that word in a sentence.

The nouns in this chapter are oxytone nouns that have an acute
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accent in the nominative and accusative cases. If such a noun is
written in a sentence in the nominative or the accusative case, its
acute accent will be turned into a grave accent, unless the word

comes at the end of its sentence.

GREEK SYNTAX AND WORD ORDER

Like Latin, Greek uses the case endings of nouns to indicate the
syntactic role of the noun in the sentence. In English, the order of the
sentence indicates the syntactic role of each member.

In the sentence The farmer honors the gods, the subject is the
farmer. To translate it into Greek, the word yewoydg = farmer will be
used in the nominative singular: 6 yewoyoc. For the verb, honors, the
verb Oepamevw = honor will be put into the third person singular:
Oepamevet. For the direct object, the word Oe6g = god will be used in
the accusative plural: tovg Oeovc.

0 YewQEyog Oepamevel tovg Beovc.
The farmer honors the gods.

The Greek sentence can be rearranged: as long as each noun has
the same case ending and the verb has the same person and number, the
meaning of the sentence will be the same. Each of the following

sentences means The farmer honors the gods.
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0 YewQEYOS ToLg Oeovg OepaTtevel.
ToUS Oe0ovg O YewYOg OepameveL
toUg Oeovg Oepamevel O YewQYOC.
Oepamevel O Yewyog toug Oeovg.

Oepamevel Tovg Beovg O YewQYOG.

Conversely, the meaning of a sentence will change if the word

endings are changed, though the word order remain the same.

0 YEWQYOS aypeveL TOUS KQLOUVG.
The farmer catches the rams.
TOV YEWQYOV AYQEVOLOLY Ol KQLOL.

The rams catch the farmer.

PUNCTUATION

A declarative sentence ends in a period, as in English. A
question is indicated by a semicolon. A pause is indicated by a
comma, as in English; an oxytone noun keeps its acute accent before a

comima.
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NOUNS

AayQ0G, &AYQOU - O field

YEWQYOGS, YEWQYOUL - O farmer

Oedg, Ocov - O god

KAQTOG, KAQTOU - O fruit, crop
KQLOG, KQLOD - O ram

VETOC, VETOV - O rainstorm

vLdg, VIOV - O son

VERBS

AYQEVLW hunt, catch
devw drench
Oepamevw serve, honor; treat
Ovw sacrifice

AVw release, destroy
vebw nod

dvw grow, produce
ADVERBS

vad yes

oV (0VK, 0VY) not

ovda & never, not at all
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MORPHOLOGY EXERCISES

A. Translate the following noun formes.

1.  Ttov yewpyov 6. T KAQTIW
2 ol Vetol 7. TV AYQWV
3 TOV LIOV 8. TOUG KQLOUG
4.  TOLG YewQYOLG 9. 10 xKOW

5 TOU KAQTIOV 10. Tolg violg

B. Translate the following verb forms.

1.  Oepamevelg 6.  devovol

2. vevopev 7.  Quete

3.  aypevel 8.  Avovol

4.  Ovopev 9. ayopevete

5. ovAVw 10.  ovx aypevet

C. Translate into Ancient Greek.

Nouns Verbs

1.  of the ram 1.  you(s.) serve
to the gods we nod

the sons (d.o.) it produces

they sacrifice

S

2
3
4.  the rainstorms (sub.)
5

the field (d.o.) you (pl.) hunt

21
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MODEL SENTENCES

1. 6 yewoyog Oepamevel tovg Oeovg.
The farmer serves the gods.
2. 0 YEWQYOG AYQEVEL KQLOV.
The farmer catches a ram.
3. 0 YewQYog BveL OV KELOV TOolG O€olG.
The farmer sacrifices the ram to the gods.
4. ol Beol vELOLOL TE YEWQRYW.
The gods nod to the farmer.
5. 0 Vetog devet Tovg dryEovg.
The rainstorm drenches the fields.
6. ol aygol PLOVOL TOV KAQTIOV.

The fields produce the crop.

7. 0 YeEwQEYOGS KQLOV ayQeveL
The farmer catches a ram.
8. 0 0e0¢g TQ KOLW VeVEL
The god nods to the ram.
9. 0 VIOG TOV YEWQYOUL AVEL TOV KQLOV.
The son of the farmer releases the ram.
10. 6 yewEyog ov BveL TOV KQLOV.

The farmer does not sacrifice the ram.
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GREEK TO ENGLISH TRANSLATION

[

oL YewQyol tov Oeov Oegartevovoty.
tov Oeov Oepamevete;

vad, Tov Oeov Oepamevouev.

0 YEWQYOGS TOVG KQLOUG AYQEVEL.
TOUG YEWQYOUS O KQLOG AYQEVEL.
TOUG KQLOUG AYQEVELS;

oLOAUA. TOUG KQLOUG OUK AYQeVW.

0 YEWQYOGS TOV KQLOV T O OveL

Y ® N o ok LD

TOV YEWQEYOV 0 KOLOG T O TV KoLwv OveL

—
(@]

. TOV KQLOV Tol¢ Oe0lg OveTs;

—_
p—

. TOV KQLOV oV Ovopev.

—
N

. 0 Be0g TOIC YEWQYOIG VEVEL.

—
W

. OL VETOL TOV AYQOV DEVOLOLV.

—
o

. 0 AYQOG TOLG KAQTIOLG PUEL

—
Q1

ENGLISH TO ANCIENT GREEK TRANSLATION.
1. The farmer’s son catches the ram.

2. Do you (pl.) release the ram?

3. Yes, we release the ram.

4. Do you (sing.) sacrifice to the god of rams?

5. Notat all. I'sacrifice to the god of farmers.

. TV YEWQYWYV Ol &YQOL TOLG KAQTOLS GPUOVOLV.
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