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CHAPTER 9: THE IMPERFECT TENSE

CONJUGATION

sing.
1 -0V
_eg

-&

sing.
EAvovV
EAveg

éAve

sing.

éyoadov
2 éyoadeg

Eyoade

sing.
EowCov
Eoweg

EowCe

sing.
1 €dlwkov
€0lWKEG

0lwke

Verb stem

+ augment + personal endings

plL.
-OpEV

-ETE

plL.
EAvouev
EAVeTE

EAVLOV

plL.
EYOAPOUEV
Eyoadete
£yoadov

plL.
gowlopev
goqlete

EowCov

plL.
E0LKOUEV
edlkete

£0lwkov
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The imperfect tense expresses continuous or habitual action in
past time. It is translated was doing; for example, éAvov = I was
releasing; éyoadov =1 was writing. Notice that the one Greek verb is
translated with a verb phrase in English. The verb eiui is not used to
translate the imperfect tense of action verbs. The imperfect tense of
elut is translated was, were, but only to identify, describe, or locate the
subject. In some contexts, particularly with the adverb magog =
formerly, the imperfect tense expresses habitual action and will be
translated used to do.

The imperfect tense of regular verbs is formed by adding an
initial € to the verb stem. This is called augmentation, and the letter ¢
is called the augment. When a stem beginning with a vowel is
augmented, the intial vowel is lengthened. For example, o becomes
n: the imperfect of aypeVw is Nypevov. The imperfect of OMALlw is
wnAllov.

The imperfect tense uses different endings than the present
tense. Notice that the first person singular and third person plural
forms of the imperfect tense are both -ov.

The endings of all forms have final syllables that are short. This
means that all forms of the imperfect will have a short ultima.
Therefore, the accent of all forms of the imperfect will be on the
antepenult. Because the first and second person plural endings have
two syllables, the accent will not fall on the same syllable in these
forms as in the other forms. For all forms, however, the accent will
be on the antepenult of the word.

When a verb form in the 3¢ person singular, ending —¢, comes
at the end of a sentence, the end of a clause, or before a word

beginning with a vowel, the letter nu (movable nu) will be added.
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The imperfect tense of it is irregular.

CONJUGATION OF eipi, IMPERFECT

sing.
1. n/Mv
2. nNobBa
3. 1V

plL.
nuev
nte

noav

The imperfect forms of eiut are not enclitic.

VOCABULARY: ADVERBS

TLXQOG formerly, previously
TNHLEQOV today

x0ég yesterday
MORPHOLOGY EXERCISES

Translate the following verb forms.

. 1YOEVES
emtieCe

. éomevdov

A.

1

2

3

4. Eveve
5. &to1Pe

6. &damrtouev
7. &modrtrete
8. &PpvAatteg
9. &yoddouev
10. éroédete

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

we were singing

you (pl.) were dancing
they were throwing

I was throwing

he was stealing

you (sing.) were molding
I was dancing

you (pl.) were gathering
he was saving

we were arranging
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GREEK TO ENGLISH TRANSLATION

x0¢c EueATOV, TIUEQOV X0QEVW.

ETILOTOANG TT) OHWT) TTAQOG ETTEUTIOV.

Ol YEWQYOL TAG AUVAGS ELC TNV AYOQAV ETTOQEVOV.
n véoc.

VEOLTHLEV.

oL YewQyol véoLnoav.

Ol KAKOEQYOL TOUG YEWQYOULGS ETtieCov.

TOUG YQ KAQTIOUG TAQOG EKAETTOV.

W 0 N W=

1 OpwT) €V 1) ok éoxOAalev.

—
o

.ol apvat EdATToV TV KOLONVv.

—_
—

. €V TQ ayow Noda;

—
N

. OVdAUA. €V TI) oKV V.

—
[6Y)

. €V T aLAT) NTE;

p—
A

. val, év ) avAn x0eg Nuev.

—
1

. EOLWKOMEV TAG AUVAC.

ENGLISH TO GREEK TRANSLATION

Were you (pl.) hunting rams?
Yes, we were hunting rams yesterday.
Formerly, the farmer used to hunt rams.

The townsmen were noble.

oo L=

You (sing.) were noble.



